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day, we reémbarked in our canoe; and at one o’clock
in the afternoon we found ourselves at point a leri
which we had doubled 4 days before, whence we
Crossed over to the Islands outside. We made two
long crossings of 5 leagues to the South-Southeast,
and came in sight of the Mississipi woods. Finally,
thanks be to God, we entered a river where we
quenched our thirst. This stream took us to within
an eighth of a league of the Mississipi, where we
arrived safely; and, after a portage of an eighth of a
league, we found ourselves 8 short leagues from the
fort, which we reached on the eleventh day after our
departure from Bilocchi. Had it not been for the
protection of St. francis Xavier, I think that we
would have wandered a good while longer without
Water. I left on the following day to go to the
Baiougoulas, 40 leagues higher up. I accomplished
there only a portion of what I wished to do, for I
found very few people there. God granted me the
grace of baptizing a little child 2 years old, who was
dying, and to whom I opened the gate of Heaven.
I came back to this fort 4 days ago. The arrival of
the ships, which are expected from day to day, will
enable me to decide what I shall do; whether to
await the arrival of Monsieur d’Iberville, or to return
to the Ilinois by the first Canoes. However, no ship
can enter the Mississipi river if she draws more than
9 or 10 feet of water, For there are only eleven at
its Mouth. The Entrance once passed, There is not
a Ship that cannot sail a long distance up the River.
There are from 15 to 16 brasses of Water here; most
of the store-ships, which draw only g feet, could go
far up, For the English ship that Monsieur d'Iber-
ville found last year 8 leagues from here drew still



